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T h e  N a t i o n a l  P o u l t r y  I m p r o v e m e n t  P l a n  ( N P I P )  h e l d  i t s  4 5 t h  B i e n n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e
i n  D a l l a s  T e x a s  f r o m  J u n e  7 t h  -  1 0 t h .  N P I P  i s  a  v o l u n t a r y  p r o g r a m  o f  f l o c k
m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f o r  a  d e g r e e  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  b y
i n d u s t r y  a n d  p r i v a t e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  t o
c o m b a t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  p u l l o r u m  a n d  t y p h o i d ,  b u t  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  g r o w n  i n
s c o p e  a n d  s i z e  t o  a d d r e s s  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s .  O n e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a  P o u l t r y
L a b o r a t o r y  N e t w o r k  ( G P L N )  i s  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  a g e n c y  a n d
a d m i n i s t e r / m a n a g e  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  G e o r g i a .  O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  a s s u r e
c o m p l i a n c e  b y  c o m m e r c i a l  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p r i v a t e  N P I P  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h  t h e  C o d e
o f  F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n  ( C F R )  a n d  s t a t e  l a w  i n  G e o r g i a .

T h e  B i e n n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  i n p u t  f r o m  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p r i v a t e
p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  h o w  t h e y  w i l l  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  C F R .  M o s t  p r o p o s e d
c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  a r e  s u b m i t t e d  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  T h e
G P L N  s e n t  s e v e r a l  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  B i e n n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  a d d r e s s  c o n c e r n s ,
d i s c u s s  p r o p o s a l s ,  a n d  m a k e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m .  

O u r  d e l e g a t e s  w e r e :
D r .  R a n d i  C r a n  o f  S a n d e r s o n  F a r m s  ( 9  C F R  1 4 6  S u b p a r t  C )
L i n d s e y  L a c k e y  o f  t h e  G P L N  ( 9  C F R  1 4 5  S u b p a r t  E )
D r .  T y l e r  G a m b l e  o f  P i l g r i m ’ s  P r i d e  ( 9  C F R  1 4 5  S u b p a r t  C )
M r .  B a s t i a a n  S c h i m m e l  o f  C e n t u r i o n  P o u l t r y  I n c .  ( 9  C F R  1 4 5  S u b p a r t  G )
D r .  G e n e  S h e p a r d  o f  C o b b  V a n t r e s s  ( 9  C F R  1 4 5  S u b p a r t  H )
D r .  D o u g  W a l t m a n  o f  t h e  G P L N  ( 9  C F R  1 4 5  S u b p a r t  B  a n d  9  C F R  1 4 6  S u b p a r t  B )
W i l l i a m  S p i v e y  o f  t h e  G P L N  ( 9  C F R  1 4 5  S u b p a r t  J )

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  G P L N  r e v i e w e d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e
n u m e r o u s  p r o p o s a l s  t o  b e  v o t e d  o n  a t  t h e  B i e n n i a l  C o n f e r e n c e .  F o l l o w i n g  o u r
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s ,  w e  p r e s e n t e d  o u r  d e l e g a t e s  o u r  v i e w  a n d  p o s i t i o n  o n
e a c h  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s ,  a n d  w e  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  T h e  G P L N  w a n t e d
a  u n i f i e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h o w  t h e  i m p l e m e n t e d  p r o p o s a l  c o u l d  i m p a c t  t h o s e
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b p a r t s .  

O u r  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t h a t  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  c o n t e x t  a n d  r e v i e w ,  N P I P  t e r m i n o l o g y  a n d
p h r a s i n g  c a n  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e r p r e t .  F r o m  G e o r g i a ’ s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h r o u g h
h a r n e s s i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  p r o g r a m
w i l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e ,  h a v e  p r o p e r  d e p t h  a n d  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  s a f e  a n d  r e g u l a t e d  f l o w  o f
c o m m e r c e .



Right: This 4-Her group
comprised of high schoolers
from across the state was
one of the most engaged
group of high schoolers we
have ever had. Truly a
pleasure to tour!

Above: Ethan, one of our bacteriology technicians, was the
only one ready when Len snapped this photo at our Freddie's
Diner cookout. 

Above: Senator Ossoff and his
staff attended a round table
discussion at GPLN with
members of the agricultural
community which included the
commissioner and The
Georgia Poultry Federation.

Left: Ben Souther, republican candidate for Georgia's 9th
congressional district, spent time learning about the poultry
industry and how it serves Georgians. 


