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Georgia Poultry Improvement Association
Carnesville Laboratory, P.O. Box 672, 159 A.T. Mauldin Drive, Carnesville, GA 30521

Office: (706) 384-2387, Fax: (706) 384-2388
Recommended Water Collection and Shipment Methods:
LABELING:
· Label your water collection container*** with the date and time of collection.
· Also, label the container A, B, C, D, etc. to match your corresponding paperwork.  
SAMPLING:  See recommended example tubes below. ***

· At the sampling site, clean the area first to remove any dirt. 
· Wipe the sampling site with alcohol impregnated swab or pad.Flaming can also be used.
· Open the spigot and allow the water to run for 30 seconds to 1 minute.  

· Break the lid seal on the container and/or unscrew the container lid.

· Holding the outside of the container without touching the inside, collect the water sample.
· Fill the container almost to the top in case of spills. 
· Approximately 10 ml is required for the bacteria test or Pseudomonas panels (W2 or W3) 
· 300 ml is required for the domestic panel (W1).
· If container must be submerged in the water for collection, wash your hands well and put on a pair of disposable gloves. Submerge the container in the water, holding the outside of the container without touching the inside
· Carefully recap the container tightly. 

· Submit to the laboratory immediately, along with your completed GPLN Water Analysis Submission Form.
· If same day delivery is not possible, place the sample on ice packs in a cooler and submit via UPS or FedEx Next Day Delivery Service. Bacterial samples need to be submitted within 24 hours of collection.
*** The GPLN recommends using one of the following in A or B for water sample collection for bacterial analysis:    The GPLN recommends a container similar to the one shown in C for domestic water analysis (W1):
A): sterile 50 ml plastic tubes conical bottoms and leak-proof caps. These items are packaged in foam racks, which help ensure that the water samples stand upright during shipment. B) is a 100 ml sterile urine container with a seal. These are the best for bacteriology analysis (W2) and Pseudomonas (W3).  
C) A clean, plastic bottle that will hold 300 ml will suffice for the domestic panel (W1). Note: If you would like a W4, it may be best to submit two bottles, one like A or B for the bacteria and Pseudomonas and one like C for the domestic. Unsterile containers like the one pictured in C are NOT suitable for bacterial or Pseudomonas analysis. 
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                              C – A larger container is needed for W1. 
